
 
 

 June 23, 2022    
 
 
The Honorable Greg Abbott  
Governor of Texas  
P.O. Box 12428  
Austin, TX 78711  
  
 
Dear Governor Abbott: 
  
Tomorrow marks one month since the horrific mass shooting at Robb Elementary in Uvalde that 
resulted in the murder of 19 children and two teachers and was the second-most deadly school 
shooting event in the history of our nation. It was also our state’s eighth mass shooting in the 
past 13 years.1   
  
The precious young lives that were lost are irreplaceable. Their senseless deaths obligate all of us 
who serve as elected leaders to act and pass meaningful reforms to reduce gun violence in Texas. 
That is how we honor the memories of the 21 Uvalde victims — along with the more than 3,000 
Texans who lose their lives each year due to guns — not just in words, but in action.   
  
Thus far, you and your fellow Republican state leaders have focused your response entirely on 
improving mental health and school security. All Texas House Democrats have long been on 
record supporting additional investments in both public education and health care — including 
mental health care — and are prepared to work with you on meaningful legislation that will 
make a difference. However, a legislative response that only addresses mental health care and 
school security will be incomplete and inadequate — we must also address gun safety to fully 
respond to this tragedy so nothing like this ever happens again in our state. 
  

 
1 Cai, M. (2022, May 31). Texas has had eight mass shootings in the past 13 years, while lawmakers have steadily 
loosened restrictions on carrying firearms. Texas Tribune. https://apps.texastribune.org/features/2019/texas-10-
years-of-mass-shootings-timeline/ 
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In the wake of the Uvalde shooting, members of the Texas House Democratic Caucus have 
hosted a series of “Safe Texas Town Halls’’ across the state to solicit feedback from 
constituents. We asked our fellow Texans how they want their legislators to respond, because we 
wanted to hear from them – and we also wanted you to hear from them.  
 
Over the course of 15 town hall meetings in the last three weeks, from El Paso to North Texas to 
the Rio Grande Valley, our constituents — who are also your constituents — spoke at length on 
actions the government should explore to curb the epidemic of gun violence in our state. 
  
Although we cannot recap every town hall meeting in this letter, we’d like to share a few 
highlights with you to make you aware of what Texans across the state are asking for regarding 
gun safety legislation. 
  
In El Paso, Texans called for immediate action to be taken. The town hall attendees asked for 
clear gun safety reforms, including limitations on high-capacity magazines and increasing 
education requirements before purchasing a firearm.  
  
At a town hall in Brownsville, Texans advocated for enhanced background checks in the firearm 
purchasing process. In several Dallas County town halls, attendees, including educators, argued 
we need to make it harder for children and young adults to access guns. At both the Tarrant 
County and Williamson County town halls, attendees agreed with raising the age for purchasing 
assault rifles. 
  
A majority of Texans at the Travis County town hall supported universal background checks, 
enacting safe storage laws and raising the age for assault rifle purchases. 
  
In 2019, following the horrific mass shooting in El Paso, House Democrats asked you to call an 
emergency special session to address the gun violence crisis in our state. You declined to do so at 
that time. We hope that upon further reflection following Uvalde, you will agree with us that 
there is an urgent need to take action — not to mention a bipartisan consensus among Texas 
voters that it is our duty to act on gun safety.  
 
Just a few days ago, Quinnipiac University released polling data showing 58% of Texas voters 
support stricter gun laws, 93% support requiring background checks for all gun buyers and 73% 
support raising the minimum legal age to buy any gun.2  
 

 
2 Quinnipiac University. (2022, June 15). Texas Governor’s Race Tightens in Wake of School Mass Shooting, 
Quinnipiac University Texas Poll Finds; 61% of Parents Concerned There Will Be a Shooting at Their Child’s 
School. https://poll.qu.edu/poll-release?releaseid=3849 
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We hope that by taking all of this information into account, you will conclude that the only 
course of action is to take meaningful action by using the power that only you possess. The 
undersigned members of the House Democratic Caucus urge you to listen to your constituents 
and to do now what you declined to do in 2019.  
 
Call legislators back for a special session to finally pass lifesaving gun safety legislation in 
Texas. Time is of the essence — the 2022-23 school year begins in less than two months. We 
need immediate action now.  
  
We ask that you, at a minimum, place the following research-based, common-sense items on 
the call — the first three of which we asked for in 2019, and our members filed as bills during 
the 87th Legislative Session:  
 

1. Enacting extreme risk protective order laws and closing existing loopholes in current 
protective order laws;  

2. Closing background check loopholes;  
3. Requiring stolen guns be reported to law enforcement; and  
4. Raising the purchasing age for assault weapons to 21. 

 
We look forward to your response. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Rep. Chris Turner 
Chair, Texas House Democratic Caucus 
 

   
Rep. Alma Allen 
 

Rep. Rafael Anchía 
 

Rep. Michelle Beckley 
 

   
Rep. Diego Bernal 
 

Rep. Rhetta Andrews Bowers 
 

Rep. John Bucy, III 
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Rep. Liz Campos 
 

Rep. Terry Canales 
 

Rep. Sheryl Cole 
 

   
Rep. Nicole Collier 
 

Rep. Philip Cortez 
 

Rep. Jasmine Crockett 
 

   
Rep. Joe Deshotel 
 

Rep. Art Fierro 
 

Rep. Erin Gamez 
 

   
Rep. Barbara Gervin-Hawkins 
 

Rep. Jessica González 
 

Rep. Mary González 
 

   
Rep. Vikki Goodwin 
 

Rep. Bobby Guerra 
 

Rep. Ana Hernandez 
 

   
Rep. Gina Hinojosa 
 

Rep. Donna Howard 
 

Rep. Celia Israel 
 

   
Rep. Ann Johnson 
 
 

Rep. Jarvis Johnson 
 
 

Rep. Julie Johnson 
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Rep. Jolanda Jones 
 

Rep. Tracy King 
 

Rep. Ray Lopez 
 

 
 
  

 

Rep. Armando Martinez 
 

Rep. Trey Martinez Fischer 
 

Rep. Terry Meza 
 

   
Rep. Ina Minjarez 
 

Rep. Christina Morales 
 

Rep. Eddie Morales 
 

   
Rep. Penny Morales Shaw 
 

Rep. Sergio Muñoz 
 

Rep. Victoria Neave 
 

   
Rep. Claudia Ordaz Perez 
 

Rep. Evelina “Lina” Ortega 
 

Rep. Mary Ann Perez 
 

   
Rep. Ana Maria Ramos 
 

Rep. Ron Reynolds 
 

 Rep. Eddie Rodriguez 
 

   
Rep. Ramon Romero, Jr. 
 
 
 

Rep. Toni Rose 
 
 
 

Rep. Jon Rosenthal 
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Rep. Carl Sherman, Sr. 
 

Rep. James Talarico 
 

Rep. Shawn Thierry 
 

   
Rep. Senfronia Thompson 
 

Rep. John Turner 
 

Rep. Hubert Vo 
 

   
Rep. Armando Walle 
 

Rep. Gene Wu 
 

Rep. Erin Zwiener 
 

 
 
 


