
 
 

 

 
March 17, 2022  
 
 
Subcommittee on Elections of the Committee on House Administration 
c/o Chair G.K. Butterfield  
1309 Longworth House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
To the Members of the Subcommittee on Elections of the Committee on House Administration: 
 
We are writing today to document for the Congressional Record how Texas voters were 
disenfranchised during our state’s March 2022 primary election as a direct result of Texas Republicans’ 
newly passed anti-voter law. 
 
Senate Bill 1 — Texas Republicans’ sweeping voter suppression legislation — went into effect on 
December 2, 2021. As legislators, we immediately heard reports from all over the state about voters 
who were disenfranchised due to the confusing new restrictions made to Texas’ elections process. 
Texans across the state saw their applications for ballots by mail thrown out for failing to meet the high 
standards of the new rules, and many ballots were rejected outright for lacking information.  
 
We sent a letter to Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and Senate Democrats1 as a caucus in January 
highlighting the initial reports of the issues with voting by mail, and to urge immediate federal action 
on the Freedom to Vote: John R. Lewis Act. Now, several weeks later, we know the full scope of how 
many voters had their voices unduly silenced in the first election under Senate Bill 1. Over 27,000 mail 
ballots were rejected in Texas during the March primary election2, with rejection rates in some 

 
1 Texas House Democratic Caucus. (2022, January 18). Jan. 2022 Voting Rights Letter. Austin, TX.  
2 Associated Press. (2022, March 10). Texas flagged 27,000 mail ballots for rejection in primary. 
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2022-election/texas-flagged-27000-mail-ballots-rejection-primary-rcna19507  
 



 
 

 

counties across the state running as high as 22 percent3. By contrast, rejection rates from previous 
elections before the implementation of Senate Bill 1 hovered between 1 and 2 percent.  
 
Even before Senate Bill 1, Texas already had strict rules about who is eligible to vote by mail. Only 
voters above the age of 65 automatically qualify. In the countless hours of testimony we heard against 
this bill throughout 2021, election experts warned time and again that adding a restriction to require 
individuals voting by mail to remember exactly which form of identification they used when first 
registering to vote would disenfranchise voters. But Republicans forged ahead anyway. 
 
Texas House Democrats fought hard against this provision, and successfully amended the bill to require 
the Texas Secretary of State to create a correction process to allow voters to fix their applications in 
time to vote if they failed to meet the new standards. The Secretary of State released that process on 
January 28th4, giving voters only three weeks to find out if their applications were rejected, make any 
corrections, and return the application to their county office. 
 
Section 1301 of the Freedom to Vote: John R. Lewis Act explicitly would have prevented the kind of 
vote-by-mail restrictions imposed by Senate Bill 1. Although the Freedom to Vote: John R. Lewis Act 
failed to advance on the U.S. Senate Floor earlier this year, we remain hopeful that by continuing to 
highlight the very real disenfranchising impact Texas Republicans’ laws are having on Texans, we may 
one day soon see needed federal action to protect voters across the country. 
 
In the meantime, Texas House Democrats will continue to fight for the freedom to vote and will work 
to undo the damage done to our democracy by the Texas GOP. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

      

 

Chair Chris Turner 
Texas House Democratic 
Caucus 

Chair Rafael Anchía 
Mexican American Legislative 
Caucus 

Chair Nicole Collier 
Texas Legislative Black Caucus 
  

 

 
3 Cai, M., & Ura, A. (2022, March 11). At least 18,000 Texas Mail-in votes were rejected in the first election under new GOP 
voting rules. The Texas Tribune. https://www.texastribune.org/2022/03/11/texas-mail-in-voting-lawsuit/  
4 Election Advisory NO. 2022-08. (2022). Texas Secretary of State. https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/forms/adv2022-08-
opportunity-to-correct-defects.pdf#search=election%20advisory%202022-08.  
 


